optics lab, opening new researching lines on holography and interferometry.
In 1979, the couple Carlos-M. Victoria moved to the University of Santiago de Compostela (USC). At that time there was not in the Physics section any group devoted to the field of Optics. During his early years spent in Santiago, they launched the first Optics laboratory for students and began to develop a research laboratory on Optics. Their efforts are now reflected in a front row research laboratory. His main areas of research were: GRIN optics, zone plates, physiological optics, spatial and temporal Optics, Laser Treatment of materials, being principal investigator on research projects nationally and internationally. As a researcher was really bright, as evidenced by the more than a hundred publications in international journals, a book titled ''Gradient Index Optics: Fundamentals and Applications'' published by Springer-Verlag in 2002, several book chapters and patents. His excellence in research was recognized by the Optical Society of America who appointed him OSA Fellow for his contribution to the progress in Optics. He was member of national and international scientific associations as SEDO, OSA and SPIE. He belonged to the leaders that promoted the establishment of the series of Spanish National Meeting on Optics (RNO), and organized the second meeting of the series in 1990. Carlos held important management positions, in July 1989; he was appointed Director of the Professional School of Ophthalmic Optics and Acoustics Audiometric USC in order to carry out the transformation of the Professional School in School University. A year later, because of his strength and determination, he managed to create the first School of Optics and Optometry in Spain, nowadays Faculty of Optics and Optometry. From 1994 to 1998 he was Vice-Chancellor of the USC. He was the representative of the Spanish ICO Territorial Committee during the period 2001---2004 and was member of the Spanish Royal Society of Physics and member of its Editorial Council. In the last years, he collaborated with several quality agencies for the assessment of the excellence of teaching staff and Spanish degrees (ANECA; AGAE; AVAP). In recognition of his research, he received several awards. Posthumously, Carlos was awarded with the gold medal of the ''Colegio Nacional de Ópticos-Optometristas'' for his contributions to the advancement of optics and optometry in Spain.
Carlos was a friendly person with great hobbies like reading, listening music, swimming and sailing. Dear Carlos, we all owe you our sincere thanks for all you have taught us. Yo u will always be in our memories. For all of us that worked with him throughout his life, we have lost a colleague, a friend, someone we trusted completely and who gave us the opportunity to start our careers in the world of teaching and researching, in short, a true master. For the whole Spanish optics community, has passed away a part of the history of the Optics and Optometry in Spain.
